Introduction

40
Staphylococci are the organisms most frequently isolated from blood cultures 41 with Staphylococcus aureus being the most frequently isolated pathogen in true 42 bacteremia (20, 22) . Each year in the United States, more than 300,000 patients 43 contract S. aureus infections leading to more than 12,000 deaths, 2.7 million excess 44 days of hospitalization and close to $9.5 billion in excess hospital charges (11, 8) .
45
CoNS are the predominant organisms isolated from positive blood cultures (7); 60-80% 46 of which are the result of contamination of the sample during the blood draw due to requires the specificity of the method to be independent of the Gram stain result.
151
Additionally, there is also a low prevalence of polymicrobial blood cultures (22) 
Preparation of Smears
177
QuickFISH slides were placed on a heat block at 55±1°C. A small volume (<0.5 178 mL) of each blood culture sample was transferred to a secondary vessel (e.g. 
Results
202
Clinical study 
265
and reconciliation of discrepancies upon retest support the conclusion that these results
266
were due to human error and not related to the assay itself. 
284
Although this study included a large number of clinical samples, a limitation of the 285 study was the small number of true negative samples encountered during the trial.
286
Despite GPCCs being the most common morphotype identified in blood cultures (8) 
